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Maroons Send Slater Out A-Winner With V

By Michael Chammas - NRL.com
N THE night State of Origin waved goodbye to Billy Slater, maligned halfback Daly Cherry-Evans
showed why he is the man to lead a Queensland generational change by helping deny NSW a series
clean sweep.
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The Queensland No.7 was one of the Maroons' best in the 18-12 win at Suncorp Stadium on Wednesday
night, owning an arena that he had failed to make an impression on in the past.

A mountain of defence, cobbled together with some inexcusable mistakes, denied the Blues of a chance to
become the first NSW team in almost two decades to claim a series whitewash.

Queensland withstood one hell of an attacking onslaught from the Blues in the dying minutes to send Slater
out in the manner he deserved in front of a crowd of 51,214.

"It was a great Origin," Slater said.

"They are a tough side and I was just really happy for our boys. We haven't had anything to show for with
efforts and the footy we played in the first two games. We just had to keep turning up and turning up."

The fairytale farewell almost began to script but the NRL Bunker intervened to deny Slater - who was later
awarded the Wally Lewis Medal as player of the series - first points in his final Origin game.

That honour went to Valentine Holmes, grabbing his second length-of-the-field try of the series from a James
Tedesco pass to give the Maroons a 6-0 lead after 10 minutes.

When Maloney was sent from the field at the half-hour mark for a professional foul on Slater, Queensland

had enjoyed 72 percent of possession until that point.
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NSW were out on their feet having spent most of the game defending their own line.

But bizarrely Queensland opted to take the foot off the throat and took the two points on offer instead of
attacking a reduced defensive line showing severe signs of fatigue.

It took them to an 8-0 lead, but as wed seen in the opening two games of the series - NSW wouldn’t be de-
terred by having to come from behind.

In all three games, Queensland scored first this series. In all three games, NSW went into the break with the
lead.

For so long the Maroons have been renowned for their ruthlessness. Their ability to kill off the opposition in
key moments.

At 8-0 on Wednesday night, they had every right to run in another two tries before the break. Somehow they
conceded two.

First, it was Tom Trbojevic with a 95-metre intercept from a Cameron Munster pass. Then it was James Te-
desco on the stroke of half-time, strolling over untouched after hooker Damien Cook attracted two defenders
close to the line.

It was hard to blame Cherry-Evans. He was arguably the best player on the field for the opening half with his
game management and ability with the boot to earn repeat sets to the fore.

This was as much about NSW’s resolve and desire to claim a 3-0 series sweep as it was about Queensland’s
inability to convert pressure into the points they arguably deserved.

Tariq Sims made his presence felt on debut with some brutal defence and runs, but he undid his good work
with a brain explosion to take out St George Illawarra teammate Ben Hunt at marker after playing the ball.

It sparked some push and shove, but more importantly, it gifted Queensland a penalty that led to Holmes’
second try of the night.

It proved to be a huge momentum shift with the Maroons regaining complete control of the contest once
again, allowing Cameron Munster to work his magic through the middle of the field to put Cherry-Evans in
under the post for an 18-12 lead with 21 minutes remaining.

NSW came home strong, but they lacked the polish and execution to come over the top of a Maroons team
desperate to send Slater out a winner.
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On sale THIS Thursday!

Available at: « ZOil
* Progressive * Mobil
Supermarkets * Independent
* Paper Plus Group bookstores
 Rlaing s * Relay Airport stores * Selected Dairies and
| _Bla“' 5"“;;%;?;}3 .%“f" « Whitcoulls Superette
/ ey - BP Oil Get yours today!
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NO ADVERTS ARE PAID FOR IN THIS NEWSLETTER

If you wish to subscribe to the newsletter go to:
www.sirpeterleitch.co.nz

Our Sponsors

A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTING BRANDS!
Without the help of these brands the Sir Peter Leitch Club and Newsletter wouldn’t be as
fantastic as it is. If you do get the opportunity please support them whenever you can.
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The Newsletter Team

Here is the team that help me put together the newsletter each week. We have a number of
fantastic contributors who send in content each week that along with my editorial gets wrapped up by our
graphic designer and sent out by our distribution man to your inbox.

_ _ _ John Coffey - Southern Correspondent
Sir Peter Leitch - Editor Barry Ross - Australian Correspondent
David Kemeys - Editor at Large John Holloway - Correspondent
Hayden Woodhead - Graphic Designer Miles Davis - Correspondent

Shane Hurndell - Correspondent




