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This week it is going to be 
bigger than big in Auckland at 

the Dick Smith NRL Nines.

If you haven’t got tickets they are 
still on sale. I will be disappointed 
if we do not sell it out, be-cause 
so much has gone into it, and 
because I was there last year and it 
awesome.

Whack on to: www.ticketek.co.nz/
nrlakl9s

A limited number of $99 two-day 
passes are still available, but be 
in quick. There are also a small 
number of bronze tickets at $149 
for both days.

Premium seats are still available 
– the seats are awesome - right on 

halfway. You also have access to an 
air-conditioned lounge for food 
and beverages. They are $349.

Keep up with all the action of the 
Dick Smith NRL Auckland Nines 
with the official tournament app! 
See up-to-the-minute Nines news, 
see who’s in your squad, track the 
current, past and upcoming games 
and more! Available now on 
iTunes: http://bit.ly/1v1jVRY  & 
Android: http://bit.ly/1Epovwg

Mannering Caps Landmark Year

I had a blast at the New Zealand 
Rugby League prize-giving in 
Auckland on Thursday night with 
my mate and great Mad Butcher 
Club supporter Dexter Trail.

I could not have been more de-
lighted when Kiwis skipper Simon 
Mannering  won our top honour 
for 2014, taking out player of the 
year.

The Vodafone Warriors second 
rower had a year to remember, 
bringing up his 200th NRL game 
for the club and his 100th as cap-
tain.

After taking out the Vodafone 
Warriors Player of the Year for the 
fourth time, he took his form into 
the international season, where 
he led his side to the Four Nations 
title, defeating Australia twice, the 
first time in more than 60 years 
the Kiwis had achieved that.

Warriors team for Dick Smith NRL Auckland Nines
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Mannering beat out Shaun John-
son and Jesse Bromwich, and you 
would not have moaned if either 
of them had won, so it was quite 
an achievement.

Johnson was man of the match 
in both wins over the Kanga-
roos, while Bromwich compiled 
a breakout year that saw him 
emerge as one of the world’s top 
front rowers.

International rookie of the year 
went to giant North Queensland 
forward Jason Taumalolo, who 
was in great form for his club and 
finally made his debut for the 
Kiwis.

Counties Manukau wing Atawhai 
Tupaea took out women’s player of 
the year, after leading all try-scor-
ers at last year’s national tourna-
ment, and crossing in the Kiwi 
Ferns’ win over Australia.

The full list of winners was: Player 
of the Year – Simon Mannering; 
Rookie – Jason Taumalolo (Cow-
boys); Domestic Player of the Year 
– Ken Tofilau (Southern); Junior – 
Sam Lisone (Vodafone Warriors); 
18s – Reuben Porter (Akarana); 
16s - Rory Ferguson (Southern); 
Women – Atawhai Tupaea (Coun-
ties Manukau); Match Official 
– Anthony Eliott; Male Volun-
teer – Jasen McCarthy (Akarana); 
Female– Maree Hawkins (Upper 
Central); Grassroots Club of the 
Year – Hornby Panthers.

And let me tell I reckon it is full 
marks to the NZRL for a wonder-
ful night. It was kept very low key 
and understated. There was none 
of this thousands of dollars a tick-
et nonsense, and it was wonderful 
to see grassroots league acknowl-
edged as being as important to the 
NZRL as the Kiwis.

In fact I can tell you that I take my 
hat off to perhaps one of the least 
recognisable names in that list 
above, that of the female volunteer 
of the year, Maree Hawkins. Her 
speech was one of the best I have 
ever heard at a league do and it 
was a privilege to be there to hear 
it.

What A Week For League 

Almost 300 NRL players were in 
Auckland today for the 2015 NRL 
launch.
 
NRL stars including Greg Ing-
lis, our own Shaun Johnson and 
Simon Mannering, Johnathan 
Thurston, Cameron Smith and 
Josh Morris headlined the launch 
at Shed 10.

Off I went again with my mate 
Dexter, this time last night to the 
launch of the NRL season.

It was the first time it had ever 
been held outside of Australia, and 
to say it was fantastic would not be 
doing it justice, far better to call it 
unbelievable.

I was lucky enough to talk to 
many of the Australian contin-
gent in town for it, and they were 
blown away by the event, saying it 
was one of the best launches they 
had ever seen.

From the rousing Maori welcome, 
through the haka and to NRL boss 
Dave Smith arriving on to the 
stage dressed in a traditional Mao-
ri cloak, it made me very proud to 
be a member of our unique little 
country.

All of league’s big trophies were 
brought out, with our Simon 
Mannering holding the Four 
Nations, but for me seeing Johna-

than Thurston in town, with his 
indigenous children helping him 
salute the Indigenous Trophy, was 
a particular highlight. It brought 
home to me how uniting the great 
game of league is.

Representing the Vodafone War-
riors, and far more importantly, 
his entire country, our own Shaun 
Johnson did a magnificent job 
with his speech, speaking with 
great pride about the Kiwis cam-
paign, before introducing Greg 
Inglis, who was a complete rock 
star.

And at the end of the day, the big 
crowd was just totally buzzing 
about the Dick Smith NRL Nines, 
with many of the Aussies telling 
me how pleased they were, and 
I think with perhaps just a bit of 
surprise, that Auckland had em-
braced the event.

The tell me that there is huge in-
terest across the ditch in the event, 
so get out and support it, and 
show everyone how proud we are 
to host the event.

Check out the photos on page 13.

Support Our Women’s Team
 
The Kiwi Ferns were training hard 
at Fowlds Park in Mt Albert on 
Thursday ahead of their appear-
ance against Australia’s Jillaroos 
at the Nines. That’s something I’m 
really looking forward to, because 
women are just so vital to our 
game. 

So don’t let me down, support the 
Kiwi Ferns!
 



TICKETES ON SALE AT www.ticketek.co.nz

• All 16 NRL Clubs together in Auckland
• 288 star players (ie: George Burgess,     
  Shaun Johnson, Kieran Foran,  
  Daly Cherry-Evans and Isaac Luke)
• 34 action packed-games
• NZ $2.6 million dollars / AUD $2.4 million 
   in prize money
• 90,000 fans over 2 x days
• Family friendly
• Well managed, safe, fun event
• Dynamic atmosphere – colourful fans
• Quality and faced-paced rugby league
• Awesome on field entertainment
• Won International award for ‘Best home   
  grown major sporting event’
• 3 x Women’s Game series:  
  Kiwi Ferns v Australian Jillaroos BOOK NOW!
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Just To Recap Our Nines Team
 

Vodafone Warriors head coach 
Andrew McFadden initially 
named 22 to prepare for the tour-
nament.

Among them was captain Simon 
Mannering but a decision not to 
run with him ahead of what will 
be another demanding NRL sea-
son was made.

That means Shaun Johnson cap-
tains our side, which will include  
Nathaniel Roache, who is only 18 
and will be among the youngest 
players involved.

Vodafone Warriors: Shaun John-
son, Matthew Allwood, Nathan 
Friend, Ben Henry, Ryan Hoff-
man, Solomone Kata, Ngani 
Laumape,  Sam Lisone, Tuimo-
ala Lolohea, Sione Lousi, Suaia 
Matagi, Ben Matulino, Ken Mau-
malo, Nathaniel Roache, Bodene 
Thompson, Sam Tomkins, Chad 
Townsend and Manu Vatuvei.
 

Don’t Forget To Join In
 
You’re invited to the members 
lounge at Aotea Square today for 

the launch of the Dick Smith NRL 
Auckland Nines. The members’ 
area will be open until 9pm with 
exclusive access to the top NRL 
Nines players from all 16 teams 
until 4pm. There will be compli-
mentary food & non-alcoholic 
beverages, a photo area to take 
home pictures of you at the event 
and covered seating areas to enjoy 
a little relaxation. 

Nines captains including Shaun 
Johnson, Benji Marshall, Daly 
Cherry-Evans, Issac Luke and 
Mitchell Pearce will all be among 
the 288 players who will visit the 
Festival and Fanzone activities at 
Aotea Square. They tell me it is 
the biggest fan engagement day in 
New Zealand ever.

Official Merchandise At Aotea 
Square

 
Official Vodafone Warriors mer-
chandise is available at the Dick 
Smith NRL Auckland Nines Festi-
val and Fanzone at Aotea Square. 
The official club stall is there all 
day today, Saturday and Sunday, 
by the main stage.

Thumbs Up for Bendon
 
I tell you what, thumbs up to our 
champion of undies, and proud 
sponsor of the mighty Vodafone 
Warriors, Bendon.

As if I had not already had enor-
mous fun all week thanks to the 
visit of the Queensland Rugby 
League, our own NZRL, and all 
the activity around the Dick Smith 
NRL Nines, I then got to go to the 
Heidi Klum Bendon event.

It was a magnificent event, and 
although I will confess I do not 
know that much about supermod-
els, when you see Heidi you can 
understand what all the fuss is 
about.

I thought Dexter was going to pass 
out.

They did us all proud, and coming 
on the back of the NRL launch, 
I went home satisfied that New 
Zealand had done all it could to 
put on a great show.

Keep up with all the action of the Dick Smith 
NRL Auckland Nines with the official tourna-
ment app! See up-to-the-minute Nines news, see 
who’s in your squad, track the current, past and 
upcoming games and more! 

Available now on iTunes: http://bit.ly/1v1jVRY  
& Android: http://bit.ly/1Epovwg



Queensland To Host Test Footy 

Great to see test league will return to Queensland this year with Brisbane and the Gold Coast set to host 
games in May. Suncorp Stadium will host the Trans-Tasman test between Australia and the Kiwis on Friday, 
May 1.

The test is the only international between the Kangaroos and the Kiwis in 2015 and will be a key game in 
league’s programme to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Gallipoli.

May 1 will also also see the Australian Jillaroos take on the Kiwi Ferns at Suncorp, while Pacific powerhouses 
Samoa, Fiji, Tonga and Papua New Guinea will be part of a triple-header on the Gold Coast on May 2.
 The first match will feature the Junior Kangaroos against the Junior Kiwis. The PNG Kumuls will then take 
on Fiji, before Samoa takes on Tonga.

With six nations playing across the weekend, that highlights the diversity and reach of our game.
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JOIN THE VODAFONE WARRIORS FAMILY.
CAREER OppORTuNITIES

For 20 years we have stood together against all odds, striving to better our club and our  
community. Now you can join us in our quest to take the Vodafone Warriors to the next level.

Opportunities on offer:  Fan Engagement Manager 
   Events & Entertainment Manager 
   Memberships Coordinator

For further information, please visit www.warriors.kiwi/careers

These two guys were some of our lucky winners of the 
nines tickets and as a bonus they got to meet the new 
CEO of the NRL Suzanne Young and a top lady she is.



NZRL Prizegiving
Photos courtesy of Photosport
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The Kiwi FernsStephen Kearney holding the Four 
Nations Trophy.

Male Volunteer of the year Jasen 
McCarthy and female Volunteer of 

the year Maree Hawkins.

Selfies with Jason Taumalolo.

Selfies with Simon Mannering.

Former Kiwis Richie Barnett, 
Stephen Kearney, Tony Iro and 

Tawera Nikau.

Jason Taumalolo, Sharon Tarapip-
ipi, Simon Mannering and Kiwi’s 

Coach Stephen Kearney.

Mayor Len Brown and Sam Lisone 
(Junior player of the year)

My old mate Greg Dawson and 
NRL CEO Dave Smith.

Stephen McIvor and NRL CEO 
Dave Smith
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Wellington is geared up for an invasion of super heroes, smurfs and surf lifesavers as rugby sevens fever 
heats up. I am also geared up and ready to go. I’ll be travelling down with my mate Sir Graham Henry 

to watch the games.

Teams from 16 nations are in town for the two-day tournament on 6 and 7 February at Westpac Stadium.

General Manager Sevens Wellington Steve Dunbar said this was a particularly important tournament for the 
All Blacks Sevens as the top four teams from the HSBC World Series would automatically qualify for the 2016 
Rio Olympic Games.

“The All Blacks Sevens love to play in front of a home crowd, it’s a very special tournament for the team. 
Currently they are third on the table behind South Africa and Fiji and they’ll be keen to move up the table in 
Wellington.

“Our message to fans is get down to the stadium, support the All 
Blacks Sevens and enjoy two days of great rugby, fun and entertain-
ment in the capital. It’s one of the biggest events on the calendar and 
an unforgettable experience.

Dunbar said the costume element of Sevens Wellington had become 
synonymous with the tournament and much of the fun centred on 
checking out others’ costumes and coming up with wacky and interesting ideas for dressing up.

“It’s a great conversation starter and brings a real comrade to the Sevens. It’s the best dress-up party in New 
Zealand.”

Sevens Wellington will start earlier than previous years on Friday and Saturday (12pm kick-off) and an earli-
er finish time on Friday night (last game kick-off at 9pm). 

The tournament organisers’ commitment to no Waitangi Day surcharges on food and beverages has been 
backed up by Wellington’s Hotel Group’s waiver of charges in local hotels.  

Tickets are available for $149 for two days from www.ticketek.co.nz/sevens

Wellington ready for Sevens Festival Weekend

Win a Vodafone Warriors Double Membership

Drawn on 
Wednesday 11th Feb

To be in to win a Vodafone Warriors double membership just 
send a stamped, addressed envelope or postcard to me in 
the mail with your name, address and phone number on the 
back to the address below.  

Win Warriors Season Pass
P.O Box 54295

The Marina 2144, Manukau, Auckland
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The Qld Rugby League’s Be Maroon New Zealand 
tour converged on Auckland on Australia Day 

2015 for a week of fantastic engagements, as part of a 
massive build-up to the Dick Smith NRL 9s.

This ground breaking tour across the Tasman will 
engage face to face with our existing maroon’s fans, 
along with finding and recruiting more supporters.

Qld Rugby League has a rich history of developing 
and growing the game for over 100 years, committed 
to ensuring a financially stable future, by seeking new 
opportunities wherever they may arise.

It is our belief that a strategic approach to seeking 
out and leveraging these opportunities will assist us 
to meet future challenges in a continually evolving 
environment.

Rugby League was a ratings winner in Australia last 
year, with the following a snapshot of this success, 

• More than 12 million viewers tuning into the 
2014 Origin Series

• Over 4 million people watched Game II – which 
was the highest rating free to air sporting event 
for the year

• Game I and the NRL Grand Final eclipsed AFL 
finals matches aired on rival networks.

These extraordinary figures provide yet another ex-
ample of rugby league’s significant reach and power-
ful engagement with fans.

Our Social Media Platforms represent the biggest 
growth areas in 2014,

• 55% increase in popularity of the XXXX Qld 
Maroons Facebook page, reaching 768,000 ‘likes’ 
from March to October. 76,734 of these ‘likes’ 
were posted by fans in New Zealand

• 2,800 New Zealand Residents follow the Maroons 
on Twitter

Whilst Qld Rugby League is continuing to engage 
with our passionate and dedicated fans in Australia, 
we are now turning our sights to exploring new ave-
nues and opportunities across the Tasman.

The rich history and rivalry between the two coun-
tries serves to strengthen the popularity of the game 
in NZ. With 76% increase of New Zealanders trav-
elling to Australia to attend Origin matches over 
the last 5 years, we know there is a strong interest to 
further explore.

Our Be Maroon Membership drive is seeking to in-
crease our already significant fan base in New Zea-
land, including these numbers

• Over 8,000 tickets or 15% of the total seats sold 
to Qld matches

• 1000 of the 4,569 members
• 4th highest in sales in 2014 including all Austral-

ian States, only finishing behind Qld, NSW and 
WA.

Qld’s major kit supplier Canterbury, in conjunction 
with the QRL, has introduced an exclusive Maroonz 
merchandise range, which will be sold in CCC stores 
in New Zealand.

In addition, fans that might not be able to make it 
to Australia in person, can purchase a non-ticketed 
Membership, which has also been released exclusive-
ly in conjunction with the Be MarooNZ tour.

The QRL enjoys a wonderful relationship with the 
Warriors, with Qld players such as Jacob Lillyman, 
Dane Nielsen, Brent Tate and Steve Price, making the 
expansion into New Zealand a perfect fit.

The Trans-Tasman rivalry is forgotten when Qld 
takes on NSW in State of Origin each year and we 
would like to encourage all Kiwis to stand with us 
and Be MarooNZ.

See photos from the tour on the next page.

MarooNZ Tour
By Frank Barrett



Out with the Maroons
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Our Maroon State of Origin mascot Kane Toad, min-
gling with the locals at our CCC Viaduct store 

appearance.

Our first Be MarooNZ non ticketed member John, 
with Petero Civoniceva, Brent Tate and Mal Meninga.

 Petero and Brent with one of the Ellerslie Eagles sup-
porters at our junior league clinic with the Maroons. 

NZ and Warriors great Monty Betham catching up 
with Petero and Brent in studio at Livesportnz.

Sir Peter Leitch with Petero at the Be MarooNZ 
cocktail party.
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In 1965, a classy New Zealand team drew the Test series with a strong Australian side. Both Tests were 
played at Carlaw Park. Australia won the first 13-8 on 19 June and the following Saturday, the Kiwis 

sneaked home 7-5. Captained by Ian Walsh, the Kangaroos had a big and tough pack of forwards, while their 
backline included three members of the Australian Team of the Century. These three men were Reg Gasnier, 
Graeme Langlands and Ken Irvine. Winger, Michael Cleary, was a triple international, representing Austral-
ia at Rugby League, Rugby Union and Athletics where he won a Bronze Medal in the 100 yards sprint at the 
1962 Commonwealth Games in Perth. Cleary later entered politics and became the Minister of Sport In the 
NSW government for the Labor Party. 

The New Zealand team included centre, Roger Bailey, who is a member of the Kiwi Team of the Century and 
also a New Zealand Legend of League. Bailey was one of the game’s best backs for most of his outstanding 10 
year Test career from 1961 to 1970. Now in his early 70s, he played 29 Tests for his country, scoring 12 tries 
in these matches. He toured England and France in 1961/62 and 1965/66, as well as crossing the Tasman in 
1961and 1965. Just 19 years of age on his first European tour in 1961, Roger crossed for 19 tries in his 21 tour 
games, including four tries against Warrington. Altogether he played 75 matches and scored 37 tries for New 
Zealand. A Ponsonby player, Roger also represented Auckland and the New Zealand Maori in many matches, 
and captained his country in Test match football.

Several other great servants of New Zealand Rugby League also played in the 1965 series. Fletcher Roy 
Christian MBE. played 32 Tests and is a Legend of League. Altogether he played 74 games for his country 
and captained the Kiwis in two World Cups, as well as the 1971 tour to Britain and France and the 1972 team 
to Australia. Hooker, Col O’Neil, is a New Zealand Legend of League, as is second rower, Don Hammond. 
Don played 20 Tests, toured Australia in 1959 and 1963, as well as Britain and France 1961/62 (captain) 
and 1965/66. He played 61 matches for New Zealand and in 1964 was New Zealand and Auckland Player 
of the Year. For many years, Don has been a tireless worker for New Zealand Rugby League and is currently 
the curator of the NZRL museum, where he works alongside old team-mate, Jack Fagan. The New Zealand 
captain for the 1965 series, Bill Snowden, has spent the past 40 years or more living in the southern suburbs 
of Sydney. He was chairman of selectors for the Eastern Suburbs Roosters for several years in the 1970s when 
Australian Coach of the Century, Jack Gibson, was Head Coach. Bill was responsible for the Roosters of-
fering a substantial contract to Roger Bailey for his services in the 1972 season, but injury put a stop to this 
move. Centre Graham Kennedy, who played 21 Tests and a total of 64 games for New Zealand, also moved to 
Australia as a coach at Wagga in 1967. A trained High School teacher, he began teaching in Wagga soon after 
he arrived and remained at the same school for 25 years. He was then appointed as Principal at St. Dominics 
in Penrith in 1992. A highly respected man in the Australian Educational system, Graham passed away at 
Penrith in 2002. 

As well as Graham, Doug Ellwood, Eddie Moore, Sam 
Edwards and Maunga Emery from that 1965 series have 
passed away, while from the Australians, Reg Gasnier, 
Ken Irvine, Jim Lisle, Brian Hambly and Ian Walsh are 
no longer with us. The referee for both Tests was John 
Percival, who is also a New Zealand Legend of League. 
A New Zealand schools representative in 1947, John 
controlled 27 Test or World Cup games. In 1995, he was 
on the Board of the Auckland Warriors. 

You can see a picture of this team on the right.

50 Years Ago
By Australian Correspondent: Barry Ross



Warrior Proud News
This is an update on our current membership numbers are 5,500 with almost 600 Warrior Proud 
members up so far. Be sure to book in your memberships before the 14th February to make sure 
you get your membership before the season starts.

Heading to the Auckland Nines? 
Get your hands on the perfect Nines supporter gear a Vodafone Warriors headband!

It’s simple and its FREE!

Find the Vodafone Warriors membership tent located outside gate A at the Dick Smith NRL Auck-
land Nines.

Sign up for the teams newsletter with one of our team. Walk away with your FREE headband!

The Vodafone Warriors have a huge weekend coming up and here at Wendy’s 
Hamburgers, we want to help you get behind the team and show your support. 

Here’s how it works - buy any medium or large combo from any Wendy’s store 
Auckland-wide and receive a free Vodafone Warriors flag.

Get in quick - while stocks last.  Note; this offer is valid in Auckland stores only



 NRL Launch Party Photos
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Tony Veitch and 
Andrew Cornaga.

Russell Stanners, CEO of Voda-
fone, with his wife Michelle and 

daughter Jessica

Precious Mckenzie a famous 
weightlifter and Petero Civone-
cia. You should Google both of 

these legends.

Players Lewis Brown, Jeremy 
Smith and Aaron Woods.

Two top coaches. Wayne Bennett 
now coaching the Broncos and 

Ricky Stuart the coach of the NSW 
Blues.

Lets Eat.Jarred Hargreaves, Mitch Pearce, 
Leighton Smith and Jarrod Mullin.

Good to see two labour MPs, 
Jacinda Ardern and Trevor

 Mallard, at the launch.

Feel like a oyster? The NRL don’t 
do it by halves

Dean Buchanan managing direc-
tor of NZME, Danielle Lendich 
CEO of Wendy’s and the legend 

Mr Smith

Andrew McCullough and Jared 
Waerea-Hargreaves  and me.

Me and Heidi Klum the new 
face of Bendon.

Dave Smith and the honourable 
Nikki Kaye



Warriors Dick Smith NRL Auckland Nines Photo
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The boys having a laugh at the photo shoot.Ryan Hoffman and Ken Maumalo.

Nines team photoshoot.Bodene Thompson is all smiles.

Buy tickets to the Dick Smith NRl Auckland Nines at 
www.ticketek.co.nz/nrlakl9s

Check out the full Nines Program at:
www.aucklandnz.com/nines
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Queensland State of Origin 
legends Brent Tate, Petero 

Civoniceva and Mal Meninga were 
in town this week to launch Ma-
roonz – an attempt to get the Cane 
Toads army of Kiwi fans to sign up 
officially to support them.

Launched at a cocktail party on 
Tuesday, former Vodafone Warrior 
Brent Tate said he was always sur-
prised by the support for Queens-
land in New Zealand.”When I was 
at the Warriors the dressing room 
was full of Maroons supporters. 
And theKiwi fans are some of the 
most passionate about it, despite it 
being a uniquely Aussie thing.”

The veteran hung up his boots 
at the end of the season and is 
involved with commercial arm of 
the Cowboys nowadays, but says 
he still loves Mate Against Mate 
time of the season.

“It is such a family atmosphere in 
the Maroons camp, it is like being 
right in the middle of a massive 
collection of brothers. Mal has got 
the boys really supporting each 
other, and even though we got 
beaten in the series, we will be 
back better than ever because win-
ning it means everything to you 
when you pull on that jumper.”

Giant prop Petero Civoniceva ech-
oed that. “I played a lot of games 
and only ever scored one try – I 
think they just felt sorry for me. 
But winning that series and lifting 
that trophy is a highlight of my 
career. The feeling it gives you is 
indescribable.”

But the man many say is the best 
coach the Maroons have ever had, 
Mal Meninga, is less surprised by 
the huge level of support Queens-

land has in New Zealand. “I recall 
playing alongside Ruben Wiki at 
Canberra, and we had Quentin 
Pongia, Dean Lonergan, and the 
Lomax boys. They were all huge 
Queensland supporters and they 
taught me a lot about the value of 
creating a culture within a club, 
and that is something I have tried 
to bring into our camps.

“I also think there is a bit of that 
underdog thing that is so impor-
tant to Kiwis. You love to back the 
underdog, and that is us, despite 
what NSW might say every year. 
They have huge resources, and 
player numbers that dwarf ours, 
but we do okay.”

Brent Tate plays a game with the 
children.

The Queensland entourage also 
visited the Ellerslie Eagles club, 
did a signing session with kit sup-
pliers Canterbury and took to the 
harbour in a jet-boat – an event 
that left Tate feeling a bit under 
the weather, although he claimed 
it was flu.

They also visited Kidz First Chil-
dren’s Hospital at Middlemore, 
donating $3000 to help with 
things to make life just that little 
bit brighter for those who find 
themselves in hospital.

That’s where Sir Peter comes in, 

because who do you think it was 
that bid $3000 for the State of 
Origin package Queensland auc-
tioned  at the cocktail party?
It’s also where I come in, since I 
work there, and I know damn well 
Pete only did it to support me, as 
he has done so often.

When the guys came out to South 
Auckland they were fantastic. Tate, 
who had visited before as a Voda-
fone Warrior, was straight into a 
few games of Connect Four and 
taking the mickey out of himself 
on the piano, while big Petero 
soon had an army of fans, espe-
cially with his lack of prowess on 
the Wii.

Queensland Rugby League boss 
Peter Betros handed over the 
cheque and talked about why the 
Maroons were proud to help out, 
and in a quieter moment told me 
visiting children “who might be 
doing it a bit tough” was a big part 
of the Maroons culture. “It keeps 
the boys grounded and it reminds 
us all how lucky we really are.”

They could not do enough for the 
kids, and seemed to genuinely 
enjoy making their ceremonial 
handprints for the Kidz First wall 
of fame, quickly picking out their 
Queensland teammate Jacob Lily-
man’s print. “That Keven Mealamu 
has got big choppers,” Petero, who 
is a father of four himself, said.

Not as big as yours mate!
And a note of thanks to Petrece 
Kesha at the Vodafone Warriors, 
who does so much with us with 
the boys. We know you stared 
Queensland our way. Hosting 
leaguies  is always a pleasure.

Queensland Origin Legends in Town
By David Kemeys



The Newsletter Team
Here is the team that help me make the 
newsletter each week. Between us we make 
the newsletter happen - and like everything 
it’s a team effort. David Kemeys 

Editor at Large
Hayden Woodhead 

Graphic Designer
Sir Peter Leitch 

Editor

Out and About at the Maroons Night

Jacob Lillyman, Brent Tate, Awen Guttebbeil

QRL chairman Peter Betros, Vodafone Warriors 
community manager Petrece Kesha and David Ke-

meys, our editor.

Sam Ackerman (from TV3) and his lovely wife 
Mercedes

The coach of the Queensland Maroons rugby league 
team Mal Meninga was keen on catching up with our 

Dexter Traill on Tuesday night.


